The Research CycleThis step will differ based on major:
· In group/lab settings, students should understand how their particular research topic was developed and how their question fits into the overall goals of the group.
· When a student has their own project, defining the scope and focus of the research project will likely constitute a larger part of the research process.


Students share the results of their research project and get feedback on their work.
Students analyze the evidence they collected in Step 3 to come up with some conclusions and implications for the scholarly conversation outlined in Step 2.
Students use the tools of their discipline to conduct research: reading texts, conducting experiments, doing interviews, working in archives, etc.
Students should understand what other scholars have said about the topic and how the project stands to contribute to this academic conversation.



The Creative CycleStudents develop a vision for the project, articulating the questions or themes that the work will explore.  For some projects, developing this vision will involve research about the topic.


Students present their creative work.  This could be:
· Sharing the creative work itself (poetry reading, performance, exhibition, etc.).
· An artist’s talk (i.e. talk about the creative process, such as at a gallery talk or an undergraduate research event)
Students understand how their project fits into the big picture:
· How have other artists explored similar themes?
· How have other artists experimented with this medium (installation art, music, poetry, etc.)?
Students reflect on the original inspiration for the project, the final product, the audience’s reaction, and what they have learned about the creative process through this project.
This is where most of the time is spent for creative projects: writing, choreographing, filming, etc.  Students get feedback on their efforts and revise.



1. Developing a topic/research question


2. Understanding scholarly conversation


3. Conducting primary research


4. Analyzing results


5. Presenting research



1. Inspiration/ Developing a creative vision


2. Understanding artistic conversation


3. Creating & revising


4. Presenting


5. Reflecting


